Successful graduates praise job programs

by BERNICE TRICK
: Citizen staff

Laura Mclane simply beamed Thu.rsday when
awarded = $300 schoiarship for her achievements,

The amount wasn’t-as important as the signifi-
cance of how the award was: earned by by the 45-
year-old Prince George single mother of two. v

Mclane, who received the award at a breakfast
ceiemony at the Civic Centre, Tose Froe the ranks
of the welfare systein to holding a full-time Jab
with LiveBridge ;and advancmg to a.supervisor
team Jeader. - ° -

Her tife turned amund when she trained with -
Destinations — a program sponscred by Council of
‘fourism Assotiation and GT H.trmg Splutions man-
dated by the provihce o train’ and place e.mp!uy—
able people living on sixial ass:sta.uce .

“Destinations helped open doors for me, sa:d
Milane, who tTained in the Good Host: and job
seaich programs, “The program gave me the confi-

dence I was lacking. They very much believed in
she said.

I‘ve been with LweBndge since it epened in
2002 and I'm firancially independent now,” said
McLane, who will use her scholarship money to en-
hance her computer skills, )

Mclane is one of 968 Prince George résidents
who bave used the program since 1995 to move off
income assistance and into the workforce.

The Destinations and HardHats {constructon)

programs have placed a total of 1,840 welfare re-

cipients in-northern B.C. and more than 21,000

across the province,
Shelwon Rafferty, 36, of Prince George wasg living

on welfare éue to med1ca1 problems about 18
_mom’.hs ago.

“I entered the Good Hosts progmm and that was

aturnmgpoml:mmyla.fe, -said Raffexty, who now

waorks as the assistant tnanager of & downtown of-
fice building. “I learned to desl with issues in the

- in consmriction or £mployment in tourism,”

" jbbworld and & improve my people skills.”

Ward Walker, 40, was on welfare for two years
until he got inw t!:e Destinations program.

“The key things for me was bmldmg my confi-
‘dence and overcomiing depression,” saié Waiker,
who now works with Synovate doing computer—as—
sisted telephone stirveys. i

“Fm, now woﬂung full time and earning $1, 200
to $1,300 a month,” said Walker. :

Shirley Bond, Misdster of Advasced Educanon,
congraru]ated all'clients whd've cumpleted Desti-
nations’ job replacement program,

Each is an example of British Cahmubzans "ta.kmg
steps away from income assistance towards a
brighter funire whethier i a trades apprenti

Bond, MLA for Pritice/George-Motnt Rohson. | S
- For mare mfunnauon, call Jack Hooper, Desting®
tions regional manager at 562-0022 or tle fres at

| 1-888-955-5377,




